This article will utilise a regional-historical approach towards examining the relationship between association football, migration and industrial patronage in the west of Scotland during the period 1870-1900. The histories of migration and industry are inextricably linked to early Scottish -and British -football; and, as early codified Scottish football emerged overwhelmingly from locations of heavy industry, it is important for historians to examine the cultural architecture of Scottish industry and the communities which served it. To that end, this article will contain specific case studies with regard to Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, two heavilyindustrialised counties to the south and east of Glasgow respectively. This region, associated with heavy industry (especially coal mining), is known not only for producing some of British foot all s ost su essful a age s, ut for contributing overwhelmingly to the in-migration of Scottish footballing talent to English association football during its formative years.
sectarian tensions within the industrial communities of the west of Scotland. The approach applied in this piece is furthermore an empirical one, using previous regional studies of Scottish and British sport as a model for examining sport in specific localities.
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The historiography and social context of Victorian Scottish football
Recent years have seen an uptick in the number of historical examinations of Scottish football. During the 1980s and 1990s, several pioneering quantitative studies on Scottish sport were performed.
3 For many years, however, the definitive text on the Scottish game had been Mu a s The Old Firm (1984) , a work examining the history of Rangers and Celtic Football Clubs. 4 Other studies in Scottish football, particularly those by Finn, Bradley and Walker, iti ued a d ala ed Mu a s o k, a d sought to gi e a alte ati e histo iog aph of the Old Firm. 5 The highest levels of the Scottish game have thus been well-covered. But in recent years, there has been a greater emphasis on regionally-based phenomena in the Scottish game, as ell as e a i atio of the ga e s i stitutio s. The iad topi s i this o -vibrant field of e ui ha e i luded: the o igi s of o e s pa ti ipatio in Scottish football; the middlelass o igi s of o-ha ds foot all odes in Edinburgh; the creation, maintenance, and motives of the Glasgow Charity Cup competitions; and -perhaps most pertinent to this article -a study of popular literature about junior football in the Scottish central belt, and a biography of a Victorian/Edwardian footballer born in the Ayrshire pit village of Annbank in 1881. 6 Now that connections between Scottish football and locality are finally being addressed in more recent historiography, the understandable pull of academics towards the Old Firm is receiving a necessary corrective.
At the very least, it is surprising that Ayrshire football has received so little scholarly attention, given that, as the Glasgow Observer noted i : A shi e a la lai , alo g ith Dunbartonshire, to be the great nursery of Scottish and (it might almost be said) of English foot all . 7 As Lewis states, nineteen of the 54 England-based Scottish professionals banned from participating by the SFA in 1884 were poached from Ayrshire clubs, compared with four from Dunbartonshire, ten from Renfrewshire, twelve from Edinburgh, and six from Glasgow. 8 In part, the reluctance to examine Ayrshire and Lanarkshire might stem from the ou ties lack of success in national football: Cambuslang (1888) and Kilmarnock (1898) were the only finalists to represent Lanarkshire and Ayrshire respectively in the Scottish Cup up to 1900, a small total when compared to Glasgow-and Dunbartonshire-based clubs. 9 The history of football in the textile and shipbuilding communities of Dunbartonshire will be discussed in another article. 10 However, A shi e s a d La a kshi e s failu es were certainly not for lack of organisation at county level: the no-hands code was a known quantity in both counties by , a d folk foot all had a lo g histo as a pa t of t aditio al Faste s E e fai s at Kil a o k i the p e-SFA era.
11
To an outsider, it would appear that the first formal footballing institutions in the two counties were created by middle-class men and boys. These included Ayr and Hamilton Academies: previous to the institution of the 1872 Education (Scotland) Act, both were noted by contemporary reports as having middle-class student bodies, comprised largely of the children of shopkeepers and related professions. 12 The first association club formed in Ayrshire were Kilmarnock FC, a group of Kilmarnock Academy cricketers-turned-rugby players first organised in 1869, who were persuaded to join in the association game by Glasgo s Quee s Pa k, and ho ade the s it h to so e fo the aide a paig of the " ottish Cup i .
13
Meanwhile in Lanarkshire, Hamilton Gymnasium, a club with close ties to Hamilton Academy, in 1869 became the first club in Scotland to field oppo e ts agai st Quee s Pa k. Ha ilto Academicals Football and Cricket Club would later be formed by school rector James Blacklock in 1873.
14 Mo e i po ta t i the sp ead of foot all a o gst " otla d s ell-off was Ayr
Academy, first formed in 1872 -a club which, in several incarnations, would merge with weaker clubs to become formidable local power Ayr FC by 1879. 15 Ayr Academy students in this period included famed Glasgow University athlete, footballer and teetotaller Rev. W.W. Beveridge and future Queen s Pa k e Da id Alla a d Joh " ith. 16 Smith is credited with bringing football to Edinburgh University, whose first soccer club -formed in 1878 -was based solely around graduates of Ayr Academy.
17
These s hools ea l o ta ts i the nascent Scottish football scene e e ith Quee s Pa k -" otla d s fi st fo al asso iatio lu , fo ed i -and their close neighbours and friends, the 3 rd Lanarkshire Rifle Volunteers, both middle-class clubs with an educated pedigree. 18 These clubs were entirely independent -at least initially -of the middle-class Edinburgh circle surrounding Conservative town councillor John Hope, one that played different variants of no-hands football in Edinburgh up to 1870. 19 It would be unrealistic to assume, however, that the spread of association football within the two counties was due merely to the efforts of self-p o lai ed foot all issio a ies . For example, it might be easy to credit John Wallace with the spread of football in Ayrshire. One of Kil a o k FC s fou de s, Wallace was the first secretary of the Ayrshire Football Association, and was well-connected within the local business community. Crucially, his own business was based in Cumnock, an Ayrshire mining centre; the town, along with the surrounding colliery villages of Hurlford, Catrine and Tarbolton all had SFA-registered clubs by 1877. 20 But, while
Wallace may have had the business expertise to run a successful organisation, it is more likely that the Saturday half-day holiday was responsible for giving labourers more leisure time to play football. And, if Cumnock was a centre of local football, this no doubt had as much to do with access to railways as to mere corporate acumen. Scottish railways proliferated in the midnineteenth century due to demand from industrial enterprises, most notably coal and iron businesses, which required greater access to Glasgow and the River Clyde. 21 While Vamplew states that ail a s e e u ial i ide i g the at h e t a ea of spe tato s a d pa ti ipa ts in sport, the opposite was also true: areas outwith railway coverage struggled to maintain viable football cultures, and were frozen out of county and national fixtures. 22 The Ayrshire seaside resort of Largs was one of these places: when Largs Western FC were drawn against Catrine for the inaugural Ayrshire Cup in November 1877, Western were forced to forfeit the game due to the impossibility of travel to the village. 23 Inevitably, footballers in industrial locations had greater access to transport, and therefore competitors. Codified foot all s arrival in the coalfields of Cowdenbeath, Fife, in the mid-to late-1870s is credited to migrant labourers arriving from Cumnock, not private schoolboys.
24
A demonstration of the familiarity amongst the industrial working class with the no-hands code, and an argument against the middle-class diffusion of the ga e, lies with another one of Quee s Pa k s fi st oppo e ts, Airdrie FC (1870). The club was i k a ed the Ha e D i e s , a d appa e tl was comprised of Irish players. 25 The does not refer to the age of players; Taylor notes the Scottish appellation as roughly translating to se i-p ofessio al . 30 The Lanarkshire Junior FA was formed in 1885, and two separate Ayrshire junior bodies -the Ayr Junior FA (1880) and the Kilmarnock Junior FA (1888) united under one county association in 1889. 31 The Scottish Junior Football Association (SJFA) was formally created in Glasgow in October 1886, but junior clubs were too numerous to be managed by a national umbrella organisation, and therefore local JFAs played a crucial role in administering national football. 32 Professionalism -though long practised secretly -would not be officially recognised by the SFA until 1893, although it had been legalised by the Football Association in England since 1885, as British football moved uneasily towards the adoption of the sport as a commercial, professional enterprise.
33
If e e the A shi e p ess oted lo al i i g lu s as so ethi g othe , the Glasgo spo ti g newspapers were still further bemused by Ayrshire and Lanarkshire football. The early British sport press, at least initially, were overwhelmingly middle-class, many with private school backgrounds and a firm commitment to amateurism. 34 In Scotland, this manifested itself in a subtle bias in favour of Quee s Pa k, upholde s of the Co i thia ideal: their official history was written in 1920 by Richard Robinson, one of the first athletic editors of the Glasgow Evening News in the 1880s. 35 Football clubs in industrial communities, by nature of their financial situation, were plagued by volatility, and the press often underestimated the difficulties they faced. The middle-class media, however, and their counterparts on the pitch, were especially frightened of the challenges posed by miners in cup and league matches. Scottish Athletic Journal in 1882 gave an excellent summation of the psychology behind their fear:
The Bu foothill 'a le s, the Common 'a ge s, e odest, is t it? the 'a ki sto e Mou tai ee s, the Galsto Blue Bells, a d a othe at o e ti e aspi i g teams have ceased to exist in Ayrshire. In one sense, to the ordinary team of standing, the decease of this lot is not to be regretted. Too often it turned out that in visiting the localities where these heroes destroyed leather a horrible field was presented to them, and if it happened to be a cup tie, they got more abuse generally than gate money. In fact, it is on record that many a good team of standing has been thrown out of a cup tiethrough bad grounds and personal abuse -in these mining villages, and one very p o i e t tea of this ki d has ee k o to oast… of thei hea ha gi g a d ad
field. 36 Regarding one September 1884 match between two clubs from the Monklands area of Lanarkshire, Drumpellier and Airdrieonians, the Scottish Umpire believed that teams outwith Glasgo pla ed a o e iole t ga e, stati g that fighti g o the pit h as a e il hi h is e o i g too p e ale t a o g ou t lu s . 37 Similar class-tinged language was used by the Newcastle-upon-Tyne press to describe the play and behaviour of collier-footballers in east Northumberland. 38 Indeed, play in these villages, as well as the language used by the footballers, may have been rougher than genteel clubs were used to, but they reflected a dangerous, highly physical work environment of which the media and middle-class clubs may not have been aware.
The p i t edia s sustai ed -and futile -campaign against professionalism once again placed footballers from the industrial regions surrounding Glasgow in the firing line. With regard to footballers in the north of England, Tischler states that local newspapers used the word p ofessio al as a euphe is fo o ki g-lass . 39 With the notable exception of the Scottish Umpire, the Scottish print media were venomous towards English professionalism, and to those who went in search of its perceived riches. 40 As previously mentioned, Ayrshire and Dunbartonshire provided a great many of these football émigrés. The newspapers rarely entertained the notion that such moves had little to do with a desire to enter the arena of professional sport. Around 1860, the wages of Scottish workers were often 20% lower than within comparative trades in England. Low labour costs, indeed, were an incentive for industries with imperial connections to set up factories within the central belt. Low wages, however, were not the only push factor towards migration. By 1871, Scotland was overwhelmingly dependent upon industries that required an export market, producing wild fluctuations in rates of employment. 41 One early Scottish professional in the north of England noted that Scottish footballers took up employment from English clubs -along with additional work -he t ade as ad i thei ho e illages. 42 Unlike Motherwell and Kilmarnock, many local clubs did not make the transition to professional football. Nevertheless, as this region was a conveyer belt of footballing tale t to B itai s ajo lu s, it is crucial to understand the social climate which nurtured local football. This brings us to two case studies which examine football in the context of local life in these two counties: the first will examine the relationship of migration and sectarianism to football in the pit village of Larkhall, Lanarkshire.
The case of Larkhall
La khall s o u al ohesi e ess ga e the to a disti ti e character in the football world.
One cannot talk about community football in Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, and especially in Larkhall, without first discussing migration. From 1800 to 1850, the combined population of the two counties doubled to around 400,000, largely due to unprecedented migration, primarily f o I ela d. B , % of A shi e s populatio as o i I ela d, ea hi g its peak i
Lanarkshire (including Glasgow) at 16.85%. Changes in industry precipitated those in demographics. As key as textiles were to the success of the local economy (especially in Ayrshire), the burgeoning mining industry brought about the greatest physical changes; by the beginning of the twentieth century, the region was producing around 25 La khall s P otesta t ho oge eit e su ed a le el of o de that as ot present in other localities in the region. Coatbridge in the Monklands, for example, which Campbell compares against the stable Larkhall, was a disaster of urban planning, largely due to the population explosion that followed the booming coal and iron industries in the 1830s. Coatbridge was a major centre of Irish immigration in Scotland; and, unlike other towns and villages in the area, settlement between Catholic and Protestant Irish, as well as native Scots, was highly disorganised, leading to a great deal of violent conflict. 46 This conflict, inevitably, existed on the football pitch as well.
La khall s Royal Albert FC, which exists at the time of writing as a junior club, was in the senior ranks for many years, and its place within Scottish football is revealing. Finn uses Royal Albertfounded in 1878 -as an example of a club from a a ti-Catholic and anti-I ish locale, stating that thei i k a e the 'o alists a d thei ed, hite a d lue olou s e e p oof of " ottish lu s o e t se si ilities ega di g thei politi al ide tities.
47
'o al Al e t refers not just to political loyalties, however, but to patronage; the club, an amalgamation of miners and players from Larkhall and Plotcock, took their name from the yacht of a local cup donor, Captain Boyd of Mafflat. When the game was replayed the following week (the original match having been postponed due to a udd pit h , 'o al Al e t s suppo te s sto ed the pit h, stoppi g the a tio ith twelve minutes left and Celtic leading 4-0. The break-in was heavily criticised by Scottish Sport; however, the Hamilton Advertiser gave a more nuanced view of right and wrong, as well as to ho a o g the suppo te s as t ul I ish . The pape depicted Celtic as charity mercenaries, stati g that: The Celti a ted the p o eeds to go to ha it ; it as athe selfish. The ight ha e said thei sha e. The Al e t do ot d a la ge o ds egula l . The pape also stated that du i g the ga e: La khall as esieged ith I ish e … a d hat ould ou ha e the he the Celts e e the e? 50 The local papers, in this instance, made an ethnic distinction between Catholics and Protestant Irish that was not always immediately drawn by outsiders. Royal Albert and its suppo te s, hethe I ish o ot, defi itel sha ed a e it ith Catholi oppositio . A more appropriate example than the Celtic incident involves the long, drawn-out 1889-90 Lanarkshire Cup struggle with Carfin Shamrock. The third attempt at settling the tie late in January 1890 at Byresknowe Park, Carfin, ended with Clelland of Shamrock being carried off the field, and the referee ordering yet another replay. The tense atmosphere at Meadow Park, Whifflet -site of the fourth attempt at solving the tie -erupted when two players from opposing sides attacked each other, precipitating a pitch invasion, with Shamrock apologising to the referee for bad language allegedly used by their players. 51 The fact that Royal Albert had a well-connected patron -one who could donate a cup and afford a yacht -supports the idea that Ca p ell efe s to as lass olla o atio ist alues espoused within the associational world of Protestant Scots and Irish in " otla d s e t al belt.
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T a te s esea h i e t al " otla d, a d Bils o ough s esea h i Glasgo has sho
that the overwhelming majority of working-class sport clubs in Scotland were artisanal; Finn makes the o e tio that u skilled , i the est of " otla d, usually ea t I ish Catholi .
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In the mid-to late-nineteenth century, the relationship between employers in west central Scotland and the various levels of skilled labour in their service was complicated, but not always antagonistic. Artisans were encouraged to participate in friendly societies, charity organisations and building societies. Employers largely did this as a means of maintaining good relations and a oidi g o k stoppages, as ell as gai i g the skilled o ke s support i e plo e s atte pts to halt the spread of Catholicism and socialism. 54 Maver places Victorian Scottish sport in a context heavily connected with workplace fraternalism. Friendly societies and fraternities, such as Freemasonry, were partly developed from a feudal burghal system that incorporated trade and craft guilds into the fabric of Scottish towns. This allowed organisations such as the Free Colliers, and even latecomers like the Orange Order, to act as support networks to the working class of the countryside long before non-sectarian trade unions strengthened in the latenineteenth century. 55 In Protestant mining communities, there was a strong emphasis on the shared values of Protestant employer and Protestant worker, especially within the Orange Order. 56 In a community such as Larkhall, football clubs and other similar associations acted as quasi-welfare bodies for newly-settled Protestant migrants, and helped to maintain a unique identity for workers.
I the ase of foot all, i dust ialists pat o age of lu s as ot fo ed, ut t pi all e uested the lu s e e s the sel es, ost ota l ith 'e f e shi e s G ee o k Mo to FC.
57
Dumbarton FC, meanwhile, was patronised by the Denny family, the Unionist shipbuilding dynasty whose association with the local (successful) football club no doubt helped it win political battles in parliamentary elections.
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Pat o s elatio ships ith lu s e e ot t pi all ones of management; they were of association. It is no surprise to find that Irish Catholics were largely excluded from this circle, and that the loyalties and sensibilities of football clubs from locales such as Larkhall reflected the shared concerns of players and patrons alike. As Finn states, Catholic footballers took up football through their own churches and charities largely because there was little recourse fo doi g so i the se ula o ld of est of " otla d
communities. 59 The names of football clubs in the region display the sectarian nature of the nineteenth-century culture of the Scottish workplace, and the parallel lives that Protestants and Catholics lived within towns such as Blantyre in La a kshi e, hi h had oo fo oth Vi to ia a d Celti junior clubs. 60 If footballing patronage represented a social contract between employers and employees in the west of Scotland, however, it is necessary to further examine pat o age s o e all ideology, and its relative success in transmitting a moral message. The
Bairds of Gartsherrie, and clubs based in the villages of their iron works, provide an opportunity to do exactly that.
Football, the Bairds and the Eglinton Iron Company
With foot all s popula it a e its g udgi g a epta e e plo e s a d politi ia s i the region, though perhaps not for the same reasons that the working class embraced the game. As Hay states, the mere existence and popularity of the game was not part of a concerted attempt by elites at distracting the Scottish proletariat from worldly concerns; the phenomenon of foot all s popula it as o e that i dust ialists responded to, but not one they necessarily had control over. 61 That did not, however, prevent industrialists from patronising individual clubs. Edu atio as o side ed esse tial i i stilli g the e plo e s alues in the community at large. Even after the 1872 Education (Scotland) Act, which provided comprehensive schooling for Scottish children, the Bairds continued to operate their own village schools according to their own religious specifications, largely due to the efforts of Whitelaw.
66
Whitela as a ke e e of the Glasgo Wo ki g Me s Co se ati e Association, which was successful in its campaign to add an amendment to the 1872 Act allowing religious education in state schools at the request of the community, and his successful 1874 campaign for Parliament in Glasgow was largely based on his support of his Use a d Wo t lause to the A t.
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Kilwinning Eglinton FC was connected to the Eglinton Iron Works. The club, formed in 1893, e e i k a ed the Fu a e e due to the p o i it of Bla kla ds Pa k to the Egli to I o Works in Kilwinning, Ayrshire. 68 In 1899, the address of club secretary R. Craig was listed as being the Eglinton Iron Works. 69 The Scottish Referee noted in 1895 that improvements at the lu s g ou d e e su sidised Willia Bai d & Co pa , ho i p o ed the field, a d i eased the g ou d s apa ity to 10,000. 70 In 1898, Eglinton were perceived to be fast outpacing former local power Monkcastle FC in the standings and support, largely because Egli to had at thei a ks the ge e ous e ho a o the Egli to Wo ks do the e .
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As with Dunbarto shi e s ajo lu s, i ludi g Du a to a d 'e to , g ou d p o isio s provided by local paternalist employers were perceived to have advanced the cause of certain clubs on the pitch.
72
Further south from Kilwinning, Lugar Boswell Thistle FC was formed in 1878. In the late nineteenth century this village club was considered a local force in senior circles (at the time of writing, it is still a junior club). The Scottish Athletic Journal in 1882 offered a class-based incentive to those clubs wishing to pla f ie dlies agai st the te ie s of the oo , stati g: Cit teams desirous of seeing a beautiful piece of country, and mining life in reality, would do well to isit Luga , a d the ill e e a ded ha i g thei u iosit satisfied . 73 The Kilmarnock Standard was particularly intrigued by how well-kept the village seemed, and were positively amazed by the new football field, Rosebank Park, attributing this to the lack of a public house within the village; the pro-te pe a e Bai ds li ited e plo ees access to alcohol. 74 It was not There is no evidence that either club were works clubs; once again, this was association, not management. Nevertheless, the o pa s attitude towards sport must be viewed in the context of the fi s more explicit overtures towards working-class leisure. The Bairds and their partners frequently used sport and recreation, along with education, to build a sense of solidarity amongst their workforce. The firm built workers i stitutes at Egli to Kil i i g , Lugar, Muirkirk, Gartsherrie and Twechar. The Gartsherrie Institute had swimming pools and a reading room, while in Lugar there was a reading room, a library, a swimming pond and tables for billiards. 76 The company also started its own musical bands and Total Abstinence Societies. The o e tio to pat iotis a d politi s is ade o e o e t th ough the fi s i ol e e t i aisi g a a tisa Volu tee u it, the rd Lanarkshire Rifle Volunteers, at Gartsherrie in 1862. 77 New-o e apitalists suppo t of Volu tee u its du i g the Vi to ia e a represented aspirations for social control, and many Clydeside industrialists were enthusiastic about using citizen soldiering to build loyalty amongst their employees. 78 In some cases, the industrial patronage of football went hand-in-ha d ith Volu tee is : 'e to FC s pat o , ali o a o and Unionist MP Ale a de W lie, like ed oth to a pat ioti fo of so ial ph si al e e ise . Kil i i g 'a ge s fi st appea ed as a ju e ile club in 1899, sharing the Baird-uilt Bla kla ds Pa k ith Egli to i 'a ge s fi st ea of existence.
81
Kil i i g s lege da status as the i thpla e of " ottish Freemasonry no doubt had a bearing on the name of this new club. It cannot be a coincidence that a club with Protestant and Conservative affiliations, from a town with similar inclinations, chose the name of Rangers, the Glasgow club pledged to assist the Masonic cause by its Conservative patron, John Ure Primrose MP, and whose late foundry owner (Whitelaw) was a former Rangers president. 82 If social control was the aim of this sporting patronage, it is impossible to analyse its relative su esses i forcing local footballers to accept the moral worldview of their patrons. As with Larkhall, it is natural that footballers, supporters and patrons in these communities were predisposed to support Protestant organisations such as Rangers in any case. As Catholics faced discrimination from Protestant work and cultural spheres, it is logical that they too would gravitate towards equivalent Catholic associations. This was part of an organic evolution into hat B adle efe s to as the eth o-religious cleavage that, i his o ds, defi es ode football in the central belt. 83 There is, however, the wider sporting context to consider as well.
In the case of the Eglinton Iron Company, and the football clubs which it patronised, there is little evidence of the Bairds or their associates speaking against the evils of professionalism, unlike similar paternalistic football patrons, such as Wylie, the Dennys, and -further afieldWest Ha U ited s A old Hills. 84 Ayrshire and Lanarkshire junior clubs, confined to small localities with a working-class support, were in no position to pay for formal professionalism.
More to the point, Tranter states that there is little evidence that elites in Britain during this time period patronised sport clubs with a view to their nuts-and-bolts management. 85 Elite patronage of sport in lowland Scotland was typically used as much to improve o u ities perceptions of employers as it was to change the lives of their employees. 86 Industrialistpoliticians needed not only to win their worke s lo alties, ut also thei otes, a d the patronage of sport would not have hurt them in their quest to win favour amongst the respectable working-class. In the organised chaos of early Scottish football, finding a suitable football pitch was crucial to survival; and, in heavily industrialised locations, the lack of available space, and ease with which ground could be seized for development, doomed many young sporting clubs. 87 Throughout Britain, the stability of clubs was linked to the availability of work, and working-class clubs often could not afford the capital needed to purchase private grounds. 88 If the ost u ial ele e t of i dust ialists suppo t fo est of " otla d foot all clubs was the supplying of free private grounds, there is little doubt that these clubs would have had a considerable advantage over those that did not enjoy this patronage. The pragmatic needs of these collier-footballers, then, outweighed the loftier considerations of the patrons. As Holt states, rational recreation schemes were attractive to working-class participants largely because they allowed an opportunity for sport; the moral improvement aspects were often ignored.
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The Bai ds pat o age of foot all, the efo e, a ha e fed the east of professionalism, and perhaps that, above all else, represents their contradictory legacy to Ayrshire, Lanarkshire, and Scottish football.
Conclusion
Analysis of football in Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, given their close proximity to Glasgow, is necessarily connected to previous historiographical and sociological discourses on the Old Firm, a d a ot e di o ed f o the est of " otla d s histo of ig atio , se ta ia ism and conflict. At the same time, however, this study welcomes recent attempts to analyse the history of Scottish football beyond Rangers and Celtic, as the two major Glasgow clubs cannot be understood in their proper context without first examining the organic development of codified football throughout Scotland. The gaps in knowledge with regard to the history of Scottish football remain large, and this article takes a step towards addressing the tension between local identities within the greater national football culture. At the same time, it stresses that wellknown processes in the historiography of British sport, such as rational recreation and industrial patronage, have not been analysed to an adequate degree within Scottish football. It may be difficult to evaluate the relative success of sporting patronage given by firms such as Bairds of Gartsherrie, but this paternalism was nevertheless indelibly linked to migration from Ireland, and the need to formulate a common Protestant identity between owners and workers. The further study of these and other phenomena will help to give historians and practitioners not only a better understanding of regional Scottish history, but also a more complete history of British sport. Footballers from Ayrshire and Lanarkshire played their own role in the development of British football, and one cannot begin to understand the formative years of the codified game without first deconstructing the lives and circumstances of those who played the sport.
